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FOREWORD 


The  Agricultural  Conservation  Program  is  a  part  of  the  over-all 
effort  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  to  assist  in  the  conser- 
vation of  our  soil  and  water  resources.     The  AGP  operates  as  a 
Government -farmer  partnership.     Through  assistance  provided  to 
the  individual  farmer^   this  program  encourages  and  assists  him 
in  carrying  out  conservation  measures  which  are  essential  to  the 
welfare  of  the  country.    Assistance  is  in  the  form  of  materials^ 
services^  and  financial  aid  and  averages  about  50  percent  of  the 
cost  of  such  conservation  measures. 


All  farmers  are  eligible  to  participate^  and  the  program  is  admin- 
istered locally  by  elected  Agricultural  Stabilization  and  Conser- 
vation county  and  community  farmer  committees.     Assisting  in  the 
operation^   development  and  technical  phases  of  the  program  are 
representatives  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Service^  Forest  Service^ 
Extension  Service  and  other  agricultural  agencies. 


The  following  series  of  maps  shows  the  extent  and  distribution  of 
some  of  the  conservation  measures  carried  out  under  the  1964  Agri- 
cultural Conservation  Program.    Although  maps  have  not  been  pre- 
pared for  all  practices^   complete  data  are  available  (by  States) 
.  in  the  "Agricultural  Conservation  Program  Summary"  for ,1964,  ^pub- 
"lished  in  December  1965i-~-~_  .   ^^^^^^S^' 

Maps  have  also  been  prepared  to  show  1964  all  farms  data  as  reported 
under  the  Agricultural  Conservation  Program.     The  definition  of  a 
farm  reported  under  the  program  is  that  set  forth  in  ASCS  procedures 
and  differs  from  the  census  definition. 
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